Ann Elizabeth Bernson

October 12, 1921 - April 3, 2013

Ann Elizabeth Bernson died Wednesday, April 3, 2013 peacefully at her home
at the Curry House in Cadillac. She was 91 years old.

Ann was born in Caro, Michigan on October 12, 1921, to John and Neva
(LeValley) Dunham. She grew up on her family's farm in Caro, and after
graduating from high school there, she attended Central Michigan University
where she earned her teaching degree. While at Central she met her
husband, lvan Benson. Ivan left college shortly thereafter to join the Army Air
Corps as World War Il commenced. He was a pilot, leading his crew through
many missions in the Caribbean and later in the Pacific. Ann went back to
Caro, and for two years taught in a one-room country schoolhouse. She was
in charge of thirty students in grades kindergarten through seventh grade.

Ann then left her teaching position to join the Navy and help in the war effort.
She spent two years in California working in a control tower near the Pacific
coast. Ann and lvan were married on February 18, 1944 in Detroit while both
were on leave. After they retired from the military in 1945, Ann and Ivan
settled in Cadillac. In 1946 Ilvan founded Western Concrete Products
Company with his brother-in-law, Emil Jantz, and his best friend, Jim Potvin.
Ann worked at Western for a while and became active in her new community
as a member of the Mercy Hospital Guild, a volunteer leader in the Girl Scouts
and a member of the Zion Lutheran Church.



After retiring in 1972, lvan, with Ann's encouragement and support, dedicated
himself to raising quarter horses at their home, Overlook Farm in Cadillac.
They enjoyed over thirty years of breeding and racing horses all over the
United States and were fortunate to have many champions.

They spent their winters at a second home at Mariner Cay in Stuart, Florida.
Ann is remembered very fondly by friends there for her kindness, humor, and
strength of character as she is by friends and family in Michigan. She will also
be remembered for her many interests and talents. Ann was an accomplished
seamstress, china painter, fabulous cook, and tireless gardener.

Ann is survived by daughter Susan (Robert) Van Dellen of Cadillac, grandson,
Bart Johan deBie of New York City , three step grandsons, Chet (Mandy), Jeff
(Catherine), Andy (Mandi) VanDellen and great grandson, Emmet as well as
numerous special nieces, nephews, and friends. Preceding her in death was
her husband, lvan, her parents and siblings: Spencer, Jane, Perry, and
George.

Family and friends are invited to gather at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, May 4, 2013
at Peterson Funeral Home in Cadillac to celebrate Ann's long and full life.
Parish Assistant Judy Coffey will be officiating. Memorial contributions can be
made to the Cadillac Area Community Foundation for the Ann and lvan
Bernson Memorial Fund. An online guestbook is available at www.petersonfh.
com.



Tribute Wall

Mrs Bernson was such a beautiful lady both inside and out and |
was fortunate to stay in touch with her for many years. | used to
baby sit Susan when Ann and lvan rented a home from my folks
during their early years of marriage. My sympathy to Susan and
family

mary dahlquist - May 04, 2013 at 10:17 PM

To the Bernson family from the Carl Mosberg family, we thank Mrs.
Potvin for letting us know of the peaceful passing of our family
friend, Ann. Our parents enjoyed many, many wonderful times and
memories and | remember how gracious and kind Ann was to all of
us.

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and know that your mom’

s memories will live forever with you.

If | could get to Cadillac for the service, | would enjoy seeing the
friends and families. We have a college graduation that weekend in
East Lansing that we need to attend. Please know that we are with
you in spirit, and Daddy would love to get back to Cadillac, but at
96, he is not up to long distance trips any more. He is doing quite
well with his walker and is in a Memory Care facility, at a medium
level of care. He sends his love.

Again, we are thinking of you in these times of loss.

Lynn, Mari and Carl Mosberg

Lynn Mosberg Gingras - May 01, 2013 at 09:43 PM



