
Dr. George Frederick Wagoner
December 12, 1934 - November 7, 2018

Dr. George Frederick Wagoner of Manistee, formerly of Cadillac peacefully
passed into eternity November 7, 2018 at 10:58pm. He was 83. He was at his
home in Manistee with family by his side. 

George was born December 12, 1934 to the late George Henry Wagoner and
Elnor Gail Thornton Wagoner in Jackson, Michigan. 

 

George was preceded in death by his beloved wife of 51 years, Beverly Jane
Case Wagoner. His half- brother, Robert Paul Spinde of Wasilla Alaska. His
half- sister Betty Wagoner Brown Aldridge of Coldwater also preceded him in
death. 

 

George is survived by his daughters, Marie Elizabeth Linn [Jack] of Cadillac,
Linda Katherine Turner of Frankfort, and his son, Michael Thomas Wagoner
[Heidi] of Sumner, WA. George has three grandchildren, Cayme Marie Sharp
Olsen [Dillon] of Ogden, Utah, Michael Robert Wagoner (Mimi Ngyun
Wagoner) of Sumner, WA, and McKayla Nicole Wagoner of Bend, Oregon.
George also has two great- grandchildren, Avery Jane Olsen and Stella Ross
Olsen both of Ogden, Utah. Many nieces and nephews as well as their
children will always remember their Uncle \'Corky\'. He is also survived by his
very close friend Diana Glass. 

 



George graduated from Dearborn High School. The Ford Motor Company
awarded George a full scholarship to any college of his choice. He attended
Ohio Wesleyan then transferred to the University of Michigan where he
graduated from the school of medicine specializing in Obstetrics and
Gynecology. George held a passion for the miracle of birth and life. He
practiced OB/GYN in Cadillac for 28 years. He and his partner Larry
developed the first family oriented birthing room in Michigan at Mercy
Hospital, Cadillac. They also initiated the first VBAC [Vaginal Birth After
Cesarean.] in Northern Michigan, ahead of U of M. George\'s first priority in
medicine was always the patient. George retired from Mercy Hospital as Chief
of Surgery. 

 

George served his country in the US Navy as Commander, Flight Surgeon,
and Senior Medical Officer aboard the USS Yorktown CVS 10. He later served
as a driver for the DAV transporting US veterans to medical appointments
across the state. He volunteered thousands of hours and accumulated over
100,000 miles on the road. George is a life member of the VFW, a member of
Post 4499 in Manistee where he served as the Surgeon and Chaplain. He
also served as VFW District 12 Surgeon. George served as Chaplain and
Commander on the United Veterans Council Ritual Team. He was an active
member of the Manistee Veteran\'s Memorial Park restoration team. One of
George\'s veteran passions was the Wexford/Missaukee, Veterans
Endowment Fund he established through the Cadillac Area Community
Foundation. George\'s friend Ted, had this idea to give back to our country by
helping veterans and their family members in need. George believed and lived
by the motto, "If you see or think of a good idea, follow your heart, and just do
it.Ã¢â‚¬Â George fully supported Ted\'s fund in Manistee, as Ted supported
his in Cadillac. Together they pushed for a fund to be started in Mason, and
Five County Grand Traverse Area. It is their dream that all counties in
Michigan establish a fund to help veterans and their family members in need. 

 



On Memorial Day 2018, George served as the First Grand Marshall for the
Manistee Memorial Day celebration. Attired in his dress whites he led the
parade and flag salute. George stated, "I am humbled and honored.Ã¢â‚¬Â
"Doc truly is an officer and gentleman,Ã¢â‚¬Â was heard often in the
community. 

 

George was very active in the community. He mentored students in Wellston.
He belonged to all the local veterans organizations and participated in their
activities. Following in his father\'s footsteps, he became a member of the Elks
and was honored as Distinguished Citizen of the Year for 2016-2017. George
was an active member of the Rotary and served as President of the Manistee
group. He served on the Manistee board of Love INC. and the Manistee
County Community Foundation. George was a supporter of the Manistee
GOP and Tea Party. He served as President of the Salvation Army in Cadillac.
George shared his talent and love for crocheting by teaching classes at the
Northern Spirits shop in downtown Manistee. 

 

George began his career guiding precious life into the world, his passion
turned to the elderly the last few years. He served as Vice President on the
Board of the Manistee Council on Aging. "Seniors deserve our honor and
respect. They have earned it with life experience. They deserve to leave this
world with the joy they entered it with.Ã¢â‚¬Â George was always caring for
others. He was always ready to lend a hand, give a ride, and share a smile or
a story. He was there to give a little nudge so someone would feel included.
George gave of himself with time and love. The Manistee County Council on
Aging (MCCOA) honored George and his late wife Beverly by naming the new
Senior Center after them. "I\'ve looked for a fitting memorial for Bev for eleven
years and this is it, this is it. It will live on when so many memorials I know are
just gone. THIS WILL LIVE ON.Ã¢â‚¬Â he told those closest to him. "The
inclusion of Mom makes it meaningful to me,Ã¢â‚¬Â he told his daughter,



Marie. Others always came first. George\'s greatest achievement was as
Husband and Dad. 

George lived an active life in retirement. He and his beloved wife, Beverly
spent seven months a year sailing the coasts of Florida and the Caribbean on
their 35\' Island Packet sailboat. They shared many exciting adventures
together on land and sea. George and Beverly made many good friends along
the way. George loved telling stories of their adventures. He was an
outstanding story teller. 

 

George led by example, he demonstrated a passion for life. He taught his
children and grandchildren "to be part of the solution, rather than the
problem.Ã¢â‚¬Â George always told them to have a passion for their life\'s
work so they could have fun each day instead of just going to a job. George
always put family first and showed his love daily. 

 

George was an active member of the First Congregational Church of
Manistee. He served the church as Deacon and Moderator where again he
lead by example. George loved serving God and others. 
George will be interred with his beloved wife, Beverly, at the Freedom
Emanuel Evangelical Memorial Cemetery, Freedom Township, Washtenaw
County, Michigan. May he rest in Peace having fulfilled his goal of making the
space around him better for his being there. He was loved by so many and will
be greatly missed. His life was well blessed and gracefully lived. 

Memorial services will be held at the First Congregational United Church of
Christ Friday November 16 in Cadillac and Saturday November 17 in
Manistee. Both services will take place at 1:00 pm. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to the Manistee Council
on Aging Dr. George Frederick and Beverly Jane Wagoner Senior Center,



AKA the Wagoner Center. 

An online guestbook is available at www.petersonfh.com.
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R Scott Johnson - May 06, 2019 at 09:35 PM

Cork and Bev (and family) were neighbors to our family in
Pensacola in the ' 

 60s, and warmest family friends ever since. George always seemed
at once bigger than life and down-to-Earth. Sharp wit and immense
humanity. It was an honor to have known him.

John Duane - November 27, 2018 at 09:07 PM

My wife Ann and I met George and Bev when we joined the Cadillac
Square & Round Dance Club in 1989.A wonderful couple who took
under their wing. 

 We would always their visits in Florida before they set sail. 
 Now they are together again. God Bless them both.Ann & John

Duane
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Mrs. Sharon K. Knapp - November 26, 2018 at 02:05 PM

Sending sincere sympathy to his family. He delivered our first child,
Stephanie in 1976. He was the greatest and most compassionate
doctor I have every known. He was known throughout the area as
the BEST. There is no doubt in my mind that his legacy will live on
through his children...grandchildren...and their descendants. He was
not only an acceptional doctor but a great caring man....I had
nothing but utter respect for him. May all your memories of this fine
example of person continue to guide your lives and give you
comforting pride. I' 

 m sure God has told him, well done my son....well done. We were
all honored to have had him as our doctor when expecting our life' 

 s treasure....and God gave all you a life treasure with him. Sincerest
sympathy to you all but also I' 

 m expressing happiness in a life well lived....he touched many lifes.
├ó┬¥┬ñ

Nancy Hellowell - November 17, 2018 at 12:48 PM

What a lovely obituary and such true statements of this very fine
man. I have such fond memories of our days in the hospital where I
had the privilege of working with him in surgery. I'm thankful for the
special friendship we always had. My condolences to the family but
know that he is once again dancing and walking the streets of gold
with his forever bride,- sweet Beverly! He was truly a remarkable
man!
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Martin and Kathy Anderson - November 17, 2018 at 12:07 PM

We join family and friends in honoring the legacy of God's one and
only, Dr. George Frederick Wagoner. A good and faithful servant of
the Lord our creator God. Celebrating George's Victory in Jesus!
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the
body, and to be present with the Lord 2 Corinthians 5: 8 KJV Bible

Tom Thornton - November 15, 2018 at 10:37 AM

You set the pace and marked the trail for so many of us. You were a
shining example, a good and honorable man whose light shines on.

Carol & Rob Davis - November 14, 2018 at 10:15 AM

Dear George, You are a morning dove. You are a butterfly. You are
a brilliant garden. You are a star in the quiet night sky. You are a
fragrant evening breeze. You are a sunrise, a sunset. But mostly . . .
you are at peace. 
 
We will miss you and cry. We will think of you and remember the
treasured days gone by. 
 
You are wearing " 

 new clothes" 
 now and we will all be vigilant to watch for you each day. 

 
What we didn' 

 t know about you before, we do know now. Your legacies astound
us, And you are now with the Lord and your beloved wife, Bev. Till
we meet again, my wonderful friend.
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Jeannie Lewis - November 13, 2018 at 03:24 PM

George Wagoner was a person who lived his faith and stepped in
wherever he saw a need. The world will miss him.

Royce and Brenda Holtman - November 11, 2018 at 10:54 PM

Mike and Family, Your dad sounds like a truly amazing person and I
wish we had a chance to meet. You are in our prays at this difficult
time. Love and Friendship to your family.

Marty Spinde (nephew) - November 11, 2018 at 12:51 AM

Uncle Corky- was an amazing guy who taught me much over the
years. 
 
I'm thankful for the times we had, and the life hacks I learned
including the most recent one of a snow shovel modification. 
 
He never stopped looking for ways to improve things in life no
matter how complex or mundane.

Liz (Garber) Bruning - November 10, 2018 at 08:31 PM

Marie, Lindy, Mike and your families -- I am so sorry to hear this
news. Your dad was a good, kind man whose smile lit up the room.
My dad loved working with him and had great respect for him. What
an impressive life he lived! Sending love and warm wishes your
way.
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Mary Henry - November 10, 2018 at 11:20 AM

This man was such a blessing to all of us. I started seeing him when
I had my first child back in 1971 and continued to see him for all my
follow ups. My memories are his sense of humor and laughter of my
jokes. My heart broke when his wife Bev became Ill. He love her so
much. Of course he lost her in her battle of cancer.Now you are
both back in each others arms walking with god. You are going to
be missed.

William R Ewald, COL (retired) - November 10, 2018 at 09:36 AM

Doc' 
 s caring view of Life was the inspiration for the Wexford-Missaukee

Veterans' 
 Fund which has helped scores of worthy and needy Veterans during

the past decade. He left the Earth a better place having used his
time and resources productively. The Board members salute you.
RIP.

John & Linda Coffell - November 10, 2018 at 07:54 AM

Extending our sincere sympathy. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you and your family.

Elsie Moore - November 10, 2018 at 07:41 AM

No man could have been a finer person nor a finer doctor. I was in a
situation that he calmly saw me though and made me feel
comfortable prior to surgery. He was truly an example for all of us.
My deepest sympathy to all his family. We were all truly blessed.
Peace and blessings to you all.
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Renee Watkins RN - November 09, 2018 at 08:19 PM

It was my pleasure to work with this outstanding Obstetrician in
Labor and delivery. Rest In Peace Dr. Wagoner, and may the
Angels come out to greet you.

Cdr timothy n root ( ret.) - November 09, 2018 at 05:00 PM

Go with God my friend. We've lost another to a higher calling. Keep
the watch, You'll be missed.

Judi Root - November 09, 2018 at 04:49 PM

You've left a wonderful legacy of kindness and joy of
life├ó┬¥┬ñ├»┬╕┬Å. May you be waltzing with your Bev for eternity


