
Ellsworth Quinton Runyon
December 15, 1921 - August 16, 2011

Ellsworth Quinton Runyon of Cadillac died Tuesday morning, August 16, 2011
at Green Acres Retirement Living Center in Cadillac. He was 89. Ellsworth
was born on December 15, 1921, at home in rural Buckley, Michigan, the 7th
child of Harry A. Runyon and Martha Hirschy Runyon. 

He received his high school diploma from Buckley High School and a degree
in pastoral ministry from St. Paul Bible School. While at St. Paul he met his
lifetime sweetheart, Edna M. Hollis. They were married on February 25, 1945,
celebrating their 66th anniversary in 2011. Ellsworth received his BA in History
and Language at Taylor University, and his Masters in School Administration
from Michigan State University. 

 

Ellsworth was guided by his love of Scripture especially Luke 10:.27 â€œYou
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all of
your strength, and all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.â€ This was
demonstrated by his Christian walk, his love of children and their education
throughout his working life. His first church was the Christian Missionary
Alliance Church in Spirit Lake Iowa. He served churches within the Society of
Friends (Quakers) in Westland, and Greenfield, Indiana, and Traverse City,
Michigan, and the Edwards Community Church near West Branch, Michigan. 
He served in school administration for 34 years at Winegars High School,
Arenac Eastern High School, East Bay Community Schools District in



Traverse City, Hart Community School District, Pine River Community School
District, and Wexford Missaukee Intermediate School District. 

 His commitment to service was exemplified by participation in Rotary, Kiwanis,
and Youth for Christ. 

 

He grew up listening to Tiger baseball on the radio and was a lifelong fan. He
also enjoyed meandering two track roads, hunting, growing roses,
strawberries, and eating biscuits and gravy. He continually marveled at God\'s
use of a â€œsimple Northern Michigan plow-boyâ€ 

He is preceded in death by his parents, sister Dorothy Pike, brothers, Alvin,
Gerald, Lawrence, Tilman, Edward, and grandson Robert Royal II. He is
survived by wife Edna, children Royal (Carole), David (Sue), Sharon Brown
(Lawrence), Vonalea Swanson (Dennis), and Ruby Meekhof (Kenneth), and
15 grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren, the delight of his life. He is also
survived by his brother John Runyon. 

 

Memorial services will be held 11:00 AM Saturday, August 20, 2011 at the
Cadillac Christian Reformed Church (1110 E. Division St.) in Cadillac with
Reverends Brian Seifert and Bert Vanantwerpen and Candidate
(Granddaughter) Sarah Meekhof-Albers officiating. Friends may meet the
family from 10:00 AM until services at the church. Ellsworth\'s final resting
place will be Cornell Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial
gifts be given to the Cadillac Rotary Charities (to go toward scholarships) or to
the Buckley Alumni Scholarship Fund c/o Buckley Schools, P.O. Box 38,
Buckley, MI 49620. An online guestbook is available at www.petersonfh.com 
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John Gayo - October 04, 2011 at 05:23 PM

My mother, Juanita Gayo, worked for Mr. Runyan many years ago
at East Bay Elementary school as secretary. She always spoke
highly of " 

 her boss" 
 . May he always remain a wonderful testament in your hearts.

Christina Bright - August 21, 2011 at 09:35 PM

Keeping you all in my prayers

Francie Dorman - August 20, 2011 at 10:43 AM

I' 
 m so sorry to read of Mr. Runyon' 

 s passing. He was truly a fine man. My thoughts are with you.

Ron Hellenga - August 18, 2011 at 09:24 PM

My heart was saddened to hear of Ellsworths passing. He and I
worked in close proximity over several years. I knew him to be a
very talented educator, a man of conviction, great faith, and
unending humility. He was a joy to be around and was never without
his engaging smile. The world is a better place for his having been
here. I will remember him fondly and I will miss him.
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Lynne and Bill Scheible - August 17, 2011 at 03:42 PM

What a beautiful tribute to your father, Vona. I' 
 m sorry we did not get the change to meet him. He lives on in you!

Big hugs..

Rev. Pete Byma - August 17, 2011 at 11:10 AM

Dear Edna, Ruby, and family, 
 " 

 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints." 
 - Ps 116:15. I am thankful I was able to say hello and shake his

strong hand one last time in July. He was a kind and gracious
gentleman who kept the main thing the main thing. Our prayers are
with you during this time of loss and heavenward celebration.

Gordon Baas - August 17, 2011 at 11:02 AM

Ruby, Edna and family. My sympathies. I appreciated him and his
gracious greetings each Sunday in " 

 his corner" 
 by the coffee at church. Always a gentleman with an encouraging

word and smile. We will miss him in this earthly fellowship until we
all " 

 meet at Jesus' 
 feet" 

 .

Mark and Toni Dapper - August 17, 2011 at 09:17 AM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this time of sorrow.
Keep the wonderful memories alive and celebrate this special
person forever.


