Forrest O. Kanipe
September 8, 1918 - January 22, 2012

Forrest Oakley Kanipe of East Grand Rapids formerly of the Cadillac area
died Sunday, January 22, 2012 in Kokomo, Indiana. He was 93. He was born
on September 8, 1918 in Lake City to Peter A. & Amy L. (Wolven) Kanipe. He
moved to Cadillac from Jennings and graduated from Cadillac High School in
1936.

He had worked for B.F. Goodrich in Cadillac for 4 years. On July 12, 1941 in
Marion he married the former Doris L. Sawyer and she preceded him in death
on May 18, 2005. He attended American Aircraft Trade School in Grand
Rapids in 1942 and went to Willow Run-Ypsilanti, Michigan where he worked
for 2 years. In 1944 he returned to Cadillac and worked for Union Rotary. On
January 22, 1946 he went to work for Chris-Craft and had been employed
there for 38 years and ended his profession as production engineer. While
with Chris-Craft he worked in many different plants including: Edenton, NC,
Pompano Beach, FL, Holland, and Alganac, Ml Chattanooga, TN and
Salisbury, MD.

Mr. Kanipe enjoyed trout fishing and restoring vintage Chris-Craft Boats and
became known as a€ceMr. Chris Crafta€ . Forrie was a happy, positive,
congenial person. He loved people and people loved him. He was a thoughtful
and loving husband, father and grandfather. In 1980 he and his wife
purchased a home in Bradenton, FL and enjoyed the warmth of the winter



months there. In 1986 they purchased a summer home on Lake Missaukee
and entertained many people and especially enjoyed their families coming to
visit.

Survivors include his children: Bonnie (Dean) Stolt of Kokomo, IN, Terry
(Becky) Kanipe of McBain, Rick (Patty) Kanipe of East Grand Rapids, and
Robin (Nancy) Kanipe of Asheville, NC; 10 grandchildren; 20 great
grandchildren; brother-in-law, Todd Sawyer of Cadillac.

Funeral services will be held 11:00 AM Saturday, January 28, 2012 at the
Peterson Funeral Home in Cadillac with Mr. Floyd Kanipe officiating. Burial will
be at Maple Hill Cemetery in Cadillac. Friends may meet the family from 6-8
PM Friday at the funeral home. In lieu of flowers you are asked to consider the
American Heart Association or the Alzheimer\'s Disease Association. An
online guestbook is available at www.petersonfh.com.



Tribute Wall

I have many happy memories of my childhood days spent in the
back yard of the Kanipe family, playing with Bonnie and Terry.l
remember Forrie coming home from work for lunch walking through
the back gate from the Christ Craft plant behind their home.Forrie
and my father remained friends for many years until my fathers
death in 1994. | am proud to say | knew him and offer my deepest
condolences to the family at this may God Bless and comfort you in
your time of loss.

Patricia Laizure Hankins - January 28, 2012 at 12:38 PM
Terry, Becky and Family so very sorry for your loss. May peace be
yours. Lovingly, Elsie and Family

Elsie Moore and Family - January 25, 2012 at 07:45 PM
We have fond memories of Forrie on his visits to the 306-310 Scott
Ave backyard. He was always so sweet to our dogs, even when we
were afraid they might knock him over with excitment. But he
always kept coming back for more. He was such a kind and gentle
man.

May his spirit soar as steadily as the boats he built!

Jill May - January 25, 2012 at 02:59 PM



Dear Kanipe Family: We are keeping you in our thoughts and
wishing peace for you and the family. Thank you for sharing Forrie
with us, we enjoyed getting to know him and will miss him
(especially, his supervision of Rick doing projects at Bethany'
s!)Your friends on Scott Ave.

Jen DeHaan - January 25, 2012 at 02:29 PM



