Ronald Jay Dykgraaf

January 16, 1945 - January 13, 2026

Ronald "Ron" Jay Dykgraaf, 80, of Cadillac, Michigan, passed away
peacefully on January 13th, 2026, after a courageous battle with Parkinson's
disease. A beloved husband, father, brother, and friend, Ron will be
remembered for his unwavering integrity, quiet strength, and deep devotion to
his family and faith.

Born on January 16, 1945, in Marion, MI, Ron was the son of Martin and
Hattie Dykgraaf. He grew up surrounded by a large, close-knit family and
carried the values of hard work and dedication throughout his life. On May 28,
1965, Ron married the love of his life, Carol ller, beginning a partnership built
on faith, love, and mutual respect that would span more than sixty years.
Together, they built the life that they dreamed of.

Ron worked at Malleable Iron in Cadillac, Ml for a few years and then started

to train as a carpenter with Reinink Homes before opening his own business,

Dykgraaf Builders, where he fostered his passion for building and remodeling
homes. There are many area houses Ron had either built from the ground up
or done work on to update them, all serving as testaments of his skill. He also
shared that wisdom while his children, both Glenn and Renee, and grandson

Jacob as they, at different times, worked alongside him and learned so much

with his instruction.



Ron was a faithful member of Lucas Rehoboth Reformed Church and served
in many different roles there including Elder, Deacon, and on numerous
building committees. Ron and Carol enjoyed serving others by joining groups
serving on mission teams and went to locations such as Italy and New York
serving others.

Ron loved traveling with Carol and they ventured far and wide from Hawaii to
Alaska, adventures driving out west, winters in Florida, along with bus tours
and scenic drives in between everything else! Time spent with family, whether
around a campfire making smores or the extended dinner table enjoying
desserts, were some of Ron’s favorite moments.

Ron is survived by his loving wife, Carol Dykgraaf, children: Glenn (Denise)
Dykgraaf of South Boardman and Renee (Brian) Mayle of Cadillac,
grandchildren: Jacob Mayle, Sarah (Connor) Bode, Zoey (Ryan) Ankney,
Daniel, Garret, and Kristen Dykgraaf, great-grandchildren: Jaxon, Kade,
Ryker, and Avery Ankney. Family members that have passed and are fondly
remembered include Ron’s parents, Martin (Bub) and Hattie Dykgraaf, in-laws
Kenneth and Alice ller, brothers Gary, Vern, and Don Dykgraaf, brothers-in-
law Edward Birdsley, Larry Butler, and Alan ller. His memory will fondly live on
with family: Carl (Sue) Dykgraaf, Marilyn Birdsley, Susie Dykgraaf, Dale
(Cindy) Dykgraaf, Dennis (Diane) ller, Ken (Janna) ller, Vickie Butler, along
with numerous nieces, nephews, and other family members and friends.

Please join us in remembering and celebrating Ron’s life at Lucas Rehoboth
Reformed Church on Saturday, January 17th. Visitation will be from 11:00 to
1:00 with the funeral service beginning at 1:00 PM.

Matthew 25:23 “Well done, good and faithful servant!”

Donations in lieu of flowers can be made to the Parkinson’s Foundation at



parkinson.org. An online guestbook is available at www.petersonfh.com.



Previous Events

Funeral Service

JAN 17.1:00 PM (ET)

Rehoboth Reformed Church
8372 S Lucas Rd

McBain, Ml 49657-9106
(231) 775-7943



Tribute Wall

My sympathy to Carol and the family on Ron's passing. | remember
fondly the mission trip to Italy, and the good time we all had there.
Ron was a special man always ready to help when the situation
arose. Love and care to you all as you grieve his passing. Doris
Brumels

Doris Brumels - January 18 at 09:18 PM
Book Club Sisters planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Ronald Jay
Dykgraaf.

Book Club Sisters - January 16 at 04:50 PM

Book Club Sisters purchased the Arrive in Style
for the family of Ronald Jay Dykgraaf.

Book Club Sisters - January 16 at 04:50 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Ronald Jay Dykgraaf.

January 15 at 12:03 AM


https://www.petersonfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.petersonfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.petersonfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.petersonfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Carol and family, our deepest sympathies are with you. Steve and
Lisa McLeod

Lisa McLeod - January 13 at 10:00 PM

Shawn Dykstra here (Katie’s husband). I’'m the son-in-law of Carl
Dykgraaf, Ron’s brother. Occasionally over the last almost 20 years
| had some moments to interact with Ron and always appreciated
his calm demeanor. | remember we were hosted by Ron and Carol
at their home because we needed a place to stay one time. They
graciously had us over with a really nice breakfast the next morning
and | remember thinking the whole time we were there how
peaceful it was. It was a blessing to have conversation with Ron and
Carol.

Shawn Dykstra - January 13 at 07:08 PM

My condolences to Carol, family and friends. Your in my prayers.

Steve Haver - January 13 at 07:22 PM

My condolences to Carol and family

Daphne Sundell - January 14 at 01:30 PM

To Carol and Family. We are so sorry to hear about Ron's passing.
Another great cousin gone too soon. Our memories will guide us from
here forward. He will be sorely missed

Ken Van Haitsma - January 15 at 01:22 PM



