Virginia Edla Dahlquist
Hoekwater Ralston
February 28, 1918 - March 3, 2012

Virginia Edla Dahlquist Hoekwater Ralston, of Marion, died peacefully in the
arms of her Lord surrounded by members of her family on March 3, 2012, at
Autumnwood of McBain. She was 94 years old.

Born on February 28, 1918, in Cadillac to Robert and Wava (Hood) Dahlquist,
Virginia married Harold Hoekwater on December 30, 1941 in Reed City and
he preceded her in death on March 4, 1970. On January 3, 1977, she married
James Ralston in Marion and he preceded her in death on April 19, 1999. She
was also preceded in death by her step-daughter, Joan (Tony) Monte.

A well known business woman, Virginia began her retail career upon
graduation from Reed City Hight School when she moved to Marion to
manage a dime store her father had purchased. After her marriage to Harold
Hoekwater, she lived for several years in Cadillac, but returned to Marion in
1956 where she and her husband managed the Ben Franklin Store for 20
years. After Harold\'s death, she continued to run the store for four more
years. Active in the Marion community, Virginia served as a member of the
Chamber of Commerce, was a trustee of the Marion Public Library and a
member of the 20th Century Club.

Always engaged in the life of her church, Virginia was a member of the Calvin
Christian Reformed Church, where she found many opportunities to serve.
She cherished church worship, enjoyed entertaining family and friends, was
an avid reader and loved watching the birds in her backyard. Her caregiver, Jo
Anne Davidson, and many dear friends, blessed her days.



Survived by children and step-children Jan (Kent) Druyvesteyn of Ada, Marilyn
(Bob) Strauch of Middleboro, Mass., Joe (Gayla) Hoekwater of Zeeland,
James Ralston Jr. of Cumberland Md., Jean (Dick) Schmidt of Fennville, Jon
(Beth) Ralston of Cadillac. Sixteen grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren.
Brother Robert (Elaine) Dahlquist of Reed City. And many beloved nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, March 6, at the Calvin
Christian Reformed Church with Ken Koning officiating. Burial will in the
Greenwood Cemetery, Marion. Visitation will be Monday, March 5, from 3 to 8
p.m. at the Burkholder Funeral Home in McBain. The casket will be open for
viewing at the funeral home visitation, but will be closed at the church on
Tuesday. Memorial contributions may be made to the Calvin Christian
Reformed Church. Online guestbook is available at www.petersonfh.com.



Tribute Wall

Jan, Don’

t know if you remember, but | remember working for your mom and
with you at the Ben Franklin store, when | was a teenager. | know
you will miss her. God Bless.

Judy Borders Carpenter - March 13, 2012 at 01:57 PM

We are thinking of you and remembering all of the happy times at
the Ben Franklin with your lovely mother. She was one of a kind and
will be very missed.

Betty and Al Salinas and family - March 07, 2012 at 11:16 AM

Dear Jan,Marilyn,and Joe, Am so happy to have known your mom
for most of my life, such a wonderful lady! She was always very
special to me, it was an honor to know her!

Rhonda Follett Gebhard - March 06, 2012 at 09:16 PM

Virginia was one of life’

s blessings. She brightened the world with her thoughtful and caring
ways. The community of Marion benefited greatly from her
presence.

Dick Root - March 06, 2012 at 03:47 PM



We have many memories of your family.We always thought a lot of
your mother. We want to express our christian sympathy to all of
you.

Bernie & Dot TeBos - March 06, 2012 at 10:19 AM
I am so sorry for your loss. | have such fond childhood memories of
all of you and your mom. God bless and comfort you at this time.

Your mom was one very special lady.

Phyllis Clark - March 06, 2012 at 07:28 AM
It was a joy to work for your mom the last 5 yr,She will be greatly
missed.

JoAnne Davidson - March 05, 2012 at 04:48 PM

My deepest sympathy, Jan, on the loss of your mother.

Jo Ann MacKenzie - March 05, 2012 at 02:53 PM
Your mom was a very special lady and we have very fond memories
of her. You have our deepest sympathy.

Dennis and Susan Hyzer - March 05, 2012 at 12:02 PM



